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Kokua Hawaii Foundation co-founder Jack Johnson at Kahuku for the

MLK Day of Service Plastic Free Hawaii Beach Cleanup.

Jack Johnson views altruism and music as inseparable. While
the Hawaii-based singer/songwriter and surf enthusiast may
be best known to beer-glugging college kids for unhurried,
sun-drenched acoustic anthems like "Better Together," “Upside
Down” and “Sitting, Waiting, Wishing,” behind the scenes he
is a fundraising superhero in flip-flops.

“For me it just came naturally and charity was something my
wife Kim and I wanted to do as a couple,” a candid, laidback
Johnson tells Samaritanmag from his Oahu homestead.

Together, the Johnsons operate two non-profit Foundations:
the Kokua Hawai'i Foundation, which has promoted
environmental education in the schools and communities of
Hawaii since 2003, and the Johnson Ohana Charitable
Foundation, created in 2008, which supports organizations
worldwide that have strong community involvement and a
solutions-based approach to environmental, art and music
education. To date, Johnson reckons the two Foundations
have raised some $25 million.

“We’ve met other people along the way that have really
inspired us, like David Crosby and his wife (Jan Dance) and

Neil and Pegi Young when we did the Bridge School Benefit — those using their marriage as a partnership that can use music for
activism,” Johnson says.

Since 2008, Johnson has directed 100 percent of his touring proceeds to charity while aggressively pursuing green alternatives to
traditional rock ‘n’ roll outings. His current theatre tour in support of his sixth studio album, From  Here  to  Now  to  You,
emphasizes “recycling, composting, and other waste diversion efforts to reduce the amount of waste headed for the landfill,” the
singer writes on his website.

It also boasts a charity auction component that allows Johnson to raise even more money through fan-sponsored meet-and-
greets, while shining the spotlight on local, hand-picked non-profits advocating for sustainable local food systems and plastic-
free initiatives through the grassroots All At Once social action network.

What’s more, the Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation has pledged to match every dollar donated to All At Once’s non-profit
partners for this tour, up to $2,500 per group.

Then there is the plethora of charitable one-offs: a gig supporting Farm Aid in Pennsylvania last September; Johnson’s $50,000
donation to Hurricane Sandy relief in 2012; another $50,000 to GlobalGiving's Japan Earthquake and Tsunami Relief Fund in
2011 and so on.  

That Johnson makes it all look so effortless — while continuing to churn out winning folk-pop songs – makes his efforts quite
inspirational. There are always ways to make an impact, inspire change and be a business and charitable at the same time.

“My wife has been a major influence on me,” Johnson offers when asked
where this mile-wide philanthropic streak comes from. “I don’t want to
say I blame it on her,” he laughs, “but it is a lot of work and it has become
a big thing.

“A lot of times just before I go to bed I will say something and the next morning she will hold me to it and start making lists. So I
take full responsibility for it — like when I say, ‘Hey, next time we tour let’s make a fundraiser out of it,’ she is really smart about it.

“But in some ways it’s been kind of nice that this has become a bit of a career, something I can put more time into. It’s nice to
show my three kids what Dad does for a living — I play music to gather people together and use all that energy and finances to
focus on things that are important to me.”
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Jack Johnson and wife Kim co-founded two Foundations.

Jack Johnson brings students at Waikiki Elementary School an 'ulu tree

from Ma'o Organic Farms as part of the Breadfruit Institude, National

Tropical Botanical Garden's Plant A Tree of Life — Grow 'Ulu' project.

Environmental issues are cornerstone to Johnson’s agenda. His website
lists multiple ways his tours reduce the carbon footprint using
“sustainable biodiesel to fuel tour trucks, buses and generators
throughout North America” for example, while encouraging fans to walk,
bike or carpool to gigs.

“As part of a farm to stage catering program, Jack Johnson tour crew will
work directly with local farms and purveyors across North America to
source locally grown organic foods. All disposable cutlery and tableware
is biodegradable,” the website adds.

Yet Johnson says that education — albeit with a focus on the
environment — is at the heart of both the Johnson Ohana Charitable
Foundation and the Kokua Hawai'i Foundation.

For example, through the Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation, Jack
Johnson’s 2010 To  the  Sea tour also partnered with over 220 non-profit
partners to educate fans at every concert about plastic-free initiatives,
sustainable local food projects, and other environmental issues.

“My wife was a teacher for four years — she has a Master’s degree in
education — and I stole her away to be my tour manager,” Johnson says. “But she always wanted to get back into education. So I
think the focus on education comes a lot from that.

“I went to public school in Hawaii, and so do my kids, and you see all the art and music programs being cut. So I felt that was an
important thing to focus on. But environmental issues are always important.”

When they started the Kokua Hawai'i Foundation in 2003, it was focused on environmental education in the schools, he says.

“That was at a time when we didn’t have curbside recycling in Hawaii and we helped with a lot of groups that were kind of
pushing for that. We started recycling programs in the schools — little microcosms of how it could work. That was a fun way to
start the conversation.

“So a lot of the schools we had relationships with through the recycling then became involved in farm-to-school programs;
connecting kids with their food at a young age, starting little gardens at the schools and taking them on field trips out to farms —
things like that. Environmental work is important everywhere, but in Hawaii, it’s essential. Apart from the fact that I grew up
here, 90 percent of our food is shipped in.

“We feel like if we can connect kids to their food when they’re
young, they can tackle big problems as they get older,”
Johnson continues. “How do we get more locally grown food
in Hawaii? The impact of that is health, economy, and
environment. Plus, so much of our farmland gets eaten up by
development. People say, ‘Well, no one is growing food here so
let’s just build a hotel.’ We need to get farmers on that land to
grow food for Hawaii.”

Of the music charity aspect, referencing another focus of the
Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation, Johnson explains
“music has done so much for me and my life. It brings me so
much joy to play music with my kids. We are fortunate to have
instruments lying around the house, to have that opportunity.
So funding these programs where space is donated for after-
school programs and kids can have instruments, it kind of
reminds me of that movie, School  of  Rock.

“I’ve gone and jammed out with the kids and a lot of times if
they know I am coming, they will learn one of my songs. And
it’s great to see the smiles on the kids’ faces when they have a
place to go to pick up an instrument after school.”

As for how the Foundations manage the $25 million raised to
date, Johnson says, “It’s always a bit tricky to explain.

“Along the tour we give out money to local, non-profit groups in each town and that could be $2,500 to $5,000 to each group, and
there might be five to 10 groups at each show. So by the end of the tour we’ll give out a portion of the funds raised, but the majority
of funds are still left over. So we take those funds and put them into an endowment so each Foundation can live off the interest.”

According to its web site, the Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation has distributed over $2 million to over 300 non-profits to
date.

“So $25 million is how much we have put away for the Foundations to exist,” says Johnson, “and then what we give out per year
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has more to do with how we can make them sustainable financially. We give out a certain amount in grants every year. What we
started realizing through conversations with our boards was ‘Where is this interest coming from and what are we doing with it?’

“More and more we are trying to focus on how we invest the money and making sure our investments match the mission of what
our Foundations are trying to do. For instance, we don’t want to be making our interest from high-fructose corn syrup if we are
focusing on child nutrition. The next step are these PRIs – project-related investments – which invests money into farms, for
example, to make sure investments make sense with our mission.”

All of which ensures Johnson is bound for the history books as a supreme and highly effective example of a musician of
conscience. Online charity watchdog group looktothestars.org – which monitors celebrity giving – lists no fewer than 23
additional organizations that have benefited from Johnson’s efforts, among them Amnesty International, Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation, Red Cross, Live Earth and Heal the Ocean.

Yet asked whether he thinks colleagues in the performing arts do enough to help charity, Johnson is surprisingly equivocal.

“I don’t know the answer to that,” he says. “Obviously some people feel the responsibility. I do.

“I mean, I never imagined this is what I’d be doing with my life, so giving back just felt like the right thing to do, the best way to
direct that energy, whether it’s the money you’re raising or just the number of people who come to the shows that we can direct
towards groups doing good things in each town.

“At the same time, art is art. I can hear great music and I don’t necessarily care if that person uses their celebrity to promote
something else.”

*  Samaritanmag.com  is  an  online  magazine  covering  the  good  deeds  of  individuals,  charities  and  businesses.
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Charity Song of the Month:

THE TENORS & LAURA KAEPPELER "I Thank You" 2013
Internationally renowned Canadian vocal quartet The Tenors has teamed up with Big Brothers Big Sisters of America
spokesperson/Miss America 2012 Laura Kaeppeler on a pop ballad, “I Thank You,” in support of mentorship matching
charity Big Brothers Big Sisters. The song — about the impact mentors play in the lives of young people — was conceived by
Kenny Munshaw and co-written with the Tenors and Marc Jordan. It was produced in London, England by Sacha Skarbek, who
co-wrote Miley Cyrus’ No. 1 "Wrecking Ball." There is also a music video. 50 cents from every download supports the
organization's programs.   — K.B.
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Cause Song of the Month:

54.40 "One Gun" 1987

Sometimes a song takes on new significance years later. 54.40’s 1987 classic “One Gun,” from the album Show Me, has been

adopted as the anthem of Rock The Violence, with the Vancouver rock band’s blessing. Over the summer, founder Craig Knight

put the word out to Canadian radio stations to partner with them and play the song — just as they normally would — to raise

awareness and create dialogue about gun violence in our communities and as the organization's mission states how to “raise

awareness and generate dialogue that can put an emphasis on positive development, opportunities for youth, safe and

supportive communities and poverty reduction.” — K.B. 
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