LOCAL HERO

Good Guy Wins

_Music by
Prudence's

Mabhena with Jack Johnson is helping save

the film's the planet, one tour stop at a time.
director, Roger

Ross Williams. No one knows balance like a surfer. Former big-wave pro Jack

Johnson strikes an equilibrium between music superstardom
(more than 18 million records sold to date), family life (the tour
for his latest album, To the Sea, out this month, is planned
around his kids’ school breaks), and the needs of the Earth (his
touring profits go ta his Johnson Ohana Charitable Foundation
for environmental and social initiatives). "No matter how down
you get about the world,” the 35-year-old Hawaiian says, "you
have to jump in and joyfully participate.” Here’s how he does it.
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A Star Is Born

Subject of an Oscar-winning documentary, singer Prudence
Mabhena shows that “disability does not mean inability.”
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As painfully recounted in Music
by Prudence, which received this
year’s Oscar for short-subject doc-
umentary, most of Mabhena’s fam-
ily abandoned or abused her—not
an unusual fate in Zimbabwe, where
disability is often attributed to

Bulawayo (one of
the few learning
centers for the dis-
abled in the coun-
try) and formed

director Roger Ross Williams.
Caurrently, Mabhena is preparing
for Liyana’s U.S. tour later this year
(check out their peppery; marimba-
tickled songs at musicbyprudence
.com). “I want to show the world
that disability does not mean inabil-
ity;” she says. “And I want someday
to write a Broadway musical.”
—JESSICA WINTER

DARNDEST PLACES. "When
my little boy was 3, he put
aquarter in his mouth; |
grabbed it away and made
him promise never to do
that again,” Johnson recalls.
“That day, | wrote the line

choke." It wound up in the
new song ‘At or with Me."”

REDIT IS DUE. "My hame
is on the foundation and
green initiatives, but my
wife, Kim, is the driving force.

Oahu thisyear.t : 5y

compact fluorescent bulbs
and recycling bins. “We want
to lessen the negative impact
of touring and leave towns

in slightly better shape than
when we showed up,” says
Johnson, whose bus runs on

PLASTIC HABIT. “The
Hawaiian Islands are like a
filter for floating debris in

the Pacific—the east side

is just a wall of plastic bottles
and bags and junk,” he says.
“So | feel embarrassed if

| walk out of a store with a
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